
November 2020 
 
Parish Room Bookings: 
Emily Millar 
Mobile: 07929934367  
 

Church enquiries to: 
Revd Jonathan Gordon 

01442 871547 
revjagordon@googlemail.com 

 

NORTHCHURCH COMMUNITY 
PANTRY 

 
 
 

 
There is also a donation box where tins, dry goods and children’s books can be left 

St Mary’s open 9-4 and Northchurch pantry located on the side of the Baptist Church 
 

For more information contact  
Peggy - 07804 697948 or Mary-Ann – maryann.mountford@northchurch.com 

 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat” Matthew 25:35 NIV 

 

OPEN CHURCH – OPEN TABLE 
 

FINDING IT HARD TO  
MAKE ENDS MEET? 

 
 

Please help yourself  
 

All are welcome 
 

A joint community project on behalf of  
St Mary’s Parish Church 

   



Remembering with gratitude 

In October we marked Harvest Festival, giving thanks 
to God for the created world, the food we eat and all 
who provide us with what we need.  We are reminded 
to be mindful of our responsibility to care for the 
environment and the conflicting demands that the 
pandemic has brought to this issue.  This year 
particularly we gave thanks for those who ensured we 
had food to eat during lockdown, from farmers to 
shelf stackers.  We had a new appreciation for how 
vulnerable our food chain is and who are the essential 
workers on whom our society depends. 

This month we give thanks for all those who gave their 
lives in the wars, on Remembrance Day.  We would 
usually gather in church to pay tribute to those killed 
in both World Wars and all who have since given their 
lives in active service.  When King George V requested 
a 2 minutes silence at 11am on 11th November 1919 
the act of remembrance represented the national 
grief of whole communities devastated by the loss of 
so many.  It was also linked with a determination that 
war should never happen again.  Sadly, we know that 
in that we have failed, and added to the war 
memorials of the First World War were those to a new 
generation who died in the Second World War.   

We have continued to observe this silence ever since.  
However over recent years the focus has shifted.  It 
has become almost a celebration, sometimes referred 
to as Poppy Day.  Last year I was on placement at St 
Peters’ at this time and, I made a passing comment 
about the many poppies that festooned the high 
street.  The gentleman I spoke to replied, “You feel 
somewhat differently when you have lived through a 
war”.  It made me stop and think and reassess our 
attitude toward Remembrance Day and what we are 
doing with our poppy display.  Each one of these 
poppies should remind us of the horrors of war and 
the devastating loss of life.  The blood red flowers 
represent those who had died in such huge numbers 
in the battlegrounds of the First World War.  Perhaps 
an even greater sacrifice were those who enlisted to 

fight in the Second World War, fully aware of the true 
horrors of war, the near certain death that awaited 
them in military combat. 

We should certainly continue to remember, with 
gratitude, all those who sacrificed their lives for the 
sake of others.  Yet perhaps this year, in 2020, we 
should draw parallels with recent events and think of 
all who have given their lives in the service of others 
in the course of their ordinary jobs.  In the wake of the 
Coronavirus, we think of those who risked their own 
safety, sometimes with fatal consequences, in front 
line jobs; working in hospitals, hospices and care 
homes.  Perhaps this year, in addition to those who 
died in war, we also bring to mind the health workers 
who throughout the pandemic exposed themselves to 
the deadly virus in the course of their work, and 
themselves became ill and died. 

This year we cannot gather in church as we usually 

would for Remembrance Day, however we will hold 

an act of remembrance by the War Memorial which 

will be streamed on the church Facebook page.  As we 

gather, outside or online, let us give thanks for all who 

sacrificed their lives for others. 

Revd Miranda Seldon 

Assistant Curate 
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Contacts for the Newsletter:   Currently we are only able to publish online.  
 
Editorial by email to the Editor,   Jill Hipson  Jill.hipson@live.co.uk.        
 Copy date is 25th of each month. 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

Hello from everyone at St Mary's Northchurch and  we do hope that everyone is safe and well.  
Please do remember that we are here to help and support our community. If you or anyone you know is        
experiencing difficulties during this time, please do get in touch.   St Mary’s Church runs one of the             
Northchurch Community Pantry venues and is open daily for donations or if you need help. 

 Our Sunday morning service is at 10am every Sunday morning, and on Facebook afterwards.   
 Every evening at 10pm, we have a short Night Prayer (Compline) service on Facebook. 
 Both services are subtitled.  Both will be available to watch afterwards. 
 

Look at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stmarynorthchurch  for these services and for more  
information. 

During the past few months, many in our community 
have found their circumstances have changed and 
their lives have been disrupted with so many 
pressures and too many problems to balance on a 
daily basis.   

Many have lost their jobs, been made redundant, 
some have zero contracts where they don’t know 
whether they will work tomorrow or not, and some 
are just simply struggling with debt.  

It can be a worry for all who find themselves in these 
positions. Balancing so many problems and not being 
able to solve them can lead to depression or anxiety 
disorders.  

There are families that get to the end of the month 
and find there is nothing left to feed their families. 
Jesus told us that we are to feed the hungry and reach 
out to the isolated, this we can do with our Parish 
Pantry. 

St Mary’s and Northchurch Baptist Church decided 
that we can help by setting up a pantry of essential 
goods that we all use on a daily basis. It’s been very 
encouraging to see that many families have made use 
of this pantry since we opened it, but I’m sure there 
are many others who will find themselves in a deeper 
need to make ends meet over the winter period and 
as the government put more restrictions on our 
movements if the pandemic becomes worse.  

Using our open church building, the Parish Pantry can 
nurture and facilitate practical generosity at the heart 
of our community and help those in real need.  

The advantage is that the Pantry is unattended and 
anonymous, which means that it can be accessed for 
need without the fear of judgement or shame. We 
trust God to provide, we make the church the place 
for his provision. 

My thanks go to many who have donated our supply 
and continue to add to our stock. This is a vital part of 
the pantry to help it keep going. I thank you for your 
generous donations each day.  

If you feel that you are able to help feed another 
family, please leave your donation in either church for 
distribution. There are donation boxes at each church. 
St Mary’s have a box inside the side door of the 
church and NBC have a wooden shed on the side of 
the church building. 

If we find we have more given than the present 
demand, we pass it to DENS, our local foodbank to 
help others. 

St Mary’s and NBC are open every day.  

All are welcome. 

Please feel free to contact me for more information.  

Peggy Sear   07804 697948 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat” Matthew 25:35 
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Rossway – Part 4 

 

In 1904, Lieutenant Colonel Charles Frederick Hadden 
returned to Rossway with his family. Charles 
Frederick’s ailing father, Charles Staunton Hadden, 
who had acquired and developed the Rossway estate 
some forty years earlier, remained at the family’s 
London home, and died the following year.  

Charles Frederick Hadden had spent most of his early 
years at Rossway, but the Ceylon coffee plantation 
crisis had forced his father to move the family to 
London and lease out the estate. Born in Nottingham 
in 1854, he had been educated at Elstree School and 
Cheltenham College and then, having decided to 
follow a career in the army, at Sandhurst. Passing out 
in 1873, Hadden chose to serve in the Royal Artillery 
and soon showed a keen interest in the technical side 
of gunnery. As such, in 1885 he was appointed 
Assistant to the Superintendent at the Royal 
Laboratory at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. 

The same year, Hadden, now a Captain, married 
Frances Mabel Strong, the daughter of a Colonel in 
the Coldstream Guards, and they set up home in a 
three-story townhouse in the fashionable area of 
Stafford Terrance, Kensington. Two years later, 
Hadden and his wife became parents with the birth of 
their first daughter, Innes. A second daughter, Sybil, 
was born two years later, but sadly she was to  die in 
infancy. A third daughter, Phyllis, was born on 1891, 
followed two years later by the birth of their only son, 
Nigel.  

By now, Hadden had been promoted to Major, and 
appointed Chief Inspector at the Royal Arsenal. A 
further promotion to Lieutenant Colonel was to follow 
in 1899. Two years later, Hadden was appointed to 
the recently-created Ordnance Committee which 
advised the Army Council on the development of 
artillery pieces for the British army. This was to prove 
a key period in the development of artillery following 
the end of the Boer War in South Africa which had 
highlighted a number of shortcomings with the army’s 
existing artillery pieces.    

In 1904, the same year that he returned to Rossway, 
Hadden was appointed Commandant of the Ordnance 
College and Director of Artillery at Woolwich. Further 
high-profile roles followed, with Hadden becoming a 
member of the Army Council and awarded a KCB in 
the King’s Birthday Honours in 1908. 1908 also saw 
the marriage of Hadden’s daughter, Innes, to Nigel 
Fairholt Paton, a wealthy merchant based in India. 

In 1909, at the request of the Prime Minister, Herbert 
Henry Asquith, Hadden became a member of new 
committee tasked with examining how aircraft could 
be used to support artillery in times of warfare. The co
-ordination of aircraft and artillery was to play a 
significant part a few years later following the 
outbreak of the First World War. Hadden was 
promoted to Major General in 1913 and became 
President of the army’s Ordnance Board and Royal 
Artillery Committee, a role he retained until his 
retirement in 1915. After his retirement from the 
army, Hadden became Chairman of Northchurch 
Parish Council, a post he retained for seven years. He 
also served on Hertfordshire County Council and in 
1919 he was appointed High Sherriff of Hertfordshire. 

Sadly, a series of tragic events were to hit the Hadden 
family during the last ten years of Charles Frederick’s 
life. In 1914, Hadden’s youngest daughter, Phyllis, 
died and two years later his son, Nigel, who was 
serving as a Captain with the Royal Artillery in 
Mesopotamia, was killed. Then in 1919, Hadden’s 
remaining daughter, Innes, died in India shortly after 
giving birth to her son, Adrian Hadden-Paton. 

Major General Sir Charles Frederick Hadden died of a 
heart attack at Rossway in September 1924. His 
funeral took place at St Mary’s, Northchurch, and he 
was laid to rest in the churchyard.  

In 1949, following the death of Lady Frances Mabel 
Hadden, Rossway passed to her grandson, Adrian 
Hadden-Paton. Rossway continued to be owned by 
the Hadden-Paton family until 1998 when it was sold. 

Richard North 

Who Would Live in a House Like This? 



Grave of  
Sir Charles Frederick Hadden 
In St Mary’s churchyard 
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Another birthday. Another unwelcome reminder that 
the track does not wander on into the indefinite 
future. It will have an ending. Everyone has to face it. 
Parents, friends, a partner… One day, it will be me. 
Hope sustains those in trouble. But will those hopes 
endure? 

Some years ago, one dear to us was facing terminal 
illness. Supporting the suffering and need brought 
fatigue, grief and tears to our home. On a particular 
occasion, when they seemed unbearable, we turned 
to the Bible, seeking hope and reassurance in the 
psalms. We were not seeking a particular psalm; just 
the next one. O God of my salvation, at night I cry out 
in your presence; let my prayer come before you. 
That’s how things were with us. My soul is full of 
troubles… I am shut in so that I cannot escape… 
Please, the encouragement. My eyes grow dim 
through sorrow… We jumped lines. Wretched and 
close to death, I am desperate. No 
turning, no light. …My companions 
are in darkness. In the end, it was 
sleep that brought relief.  

In times of trouble, we look for 
hope: surely we can make it to 
Christmas; this new drug may 
bring relief; maybe a few more 
lucid moments; I pray it won’t 
drag on; O that it might end 
peacefully. Even human hope has 
a term.  

The poet who wrote Psalm 88 
could see no turning, no end but 
despair. Yet his lament was 
preserved and for many it 
describes their experience.  
Maybe there is another point, in 
those words near the start: Let my 
prayer come before you… When 
human hope is gone, God is still 
there. We can still pray, still call 
upon God.  

Jesus’ followers saw him put his 
faith in God, trust him to the end. 
When their last hope seemed 
extinguished, something 
astonishing happened. Then they 
followed Jesus’ example of faith. 

That faith is not founded on a feeling, nor is it a 
certainty; it is a decision to trust, even seemingly 
beyond reason. 

Year by year, anniversary by anniversary, our life story 
moves inexorably towards its conclusion. Yet Christian 
faith keeps pointing to a hope that will not be 
exhausted. Faith generates a hope that stretches 
beyond the terminal point; a hope that reaches out, 
beyond the full stop at the end of the last sentence. 

So, sustained in faith, we can still celebrate the 
passing of another year. 

David White 

 

Birthday gloom 



 
Could YOU be a Waterways  Chaplain? 

Waterways Chaplains are Christian volunteers who have a listening and supporting ministry to those who use 
and live on our inland waterways. The chaplaincy is ecumenical and chaplains have the very important role of 
being a visible Christian witness along specific stretches of the river and canal network in England and Wales as 
they come alongside those who live, relax and work there. Some chaplains have a background in boating but 
many do not.  
 
I love being by the water and have been sailing for some 35 years and been a Waterways Chaplain on the Grand 
Union Canal, Berkhamsted for some 10 years now. I find that the great thing about being a waterways chaplain 
is that it takes the mission of the church outside the church 
walls and into local communities. 
 
So if you are a good listener and able to walk a mile of 
waterways once a week God might be calling you to serve 
him as a Waterways Chaplain. Have a look at our website 
www.waterwayschaplaincy.org.uk and if you would like to 
know more then please call me on 07891 760244. 
 

Mike Wallis 
Waterways Chaplain 

S. Delaney Carpentry and 
Property Maintenance 

 
25+ years experience 

All property maintenance undertaken 
All trades * Free estimates * No job too small 
 
Call Steve on 07890 554 578 
Email:  Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Appledown Rescue Dog of the Month 
This stunning girl is Jessika, a crossbreed aged about 3 years.  
She is a strong, big but very lovely lass who needs a household 
used to larger dogs. She would probably live with a male dog, 
pending introductions, but not cats. Jessika needs plenty of ex-
ercise but special care must be taken around livestock as she 
has chased sheep. She can be left for a few hours once settled. 
A super girl with lots of potential in the right hands. She cannot 
live in Leighton Buzzard. 
If you are interested in offering a rescue dog a loving home, 
please download an application form from our website where 
you will find information on the rehoming process. Our experi-
enced staff make every effort to match the right dog with the 
right owner. Viewings are now by appointment only. 

For adoption information and application form visit our 
website www.appledownrescue.co.uk 

 

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY 
01525 220383 (10am-1pm & 2-4 pm)  

e-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram! 
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Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road 
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH 

 

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES 
FITTED AT HOME OR 

YOUR PLACE OF WORK. 
 

Local and convenient low cost tyres 
fitted at a time and place that suits 

you.  
Budget, mid-range and premium 
tyres supplied at the best prices. 

 
info@thetyrechangers.co.uk 

thetyrechangers.co.uk 

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre 

From £15.75 per hr 

 

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust 

mailto:info@thetyrechangers.co.uk


Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service   
Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 
Many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate. 

 
 
 
 

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  

Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  

 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 
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Ashridge Wealth 

 
I provide a comprehensive wealth 

management service, offering specialist   

face-to-face advice tailored to you.  
 
My services include: 
 

Investment Planning  

Inheritance Tax Planning 

Intergenerational Planning 

Retirement Planning 

Insurance Planning 

Mortgage Advice 
 
To receive a complimentary guide covering 

wealth management, retirement planning 

or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:  
 
chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk 

07377 936852 
www.ashridgewealth.co.uk 

 
Your local builders—Established over 50 years 

 

P CHILDERLEY & SON 
 

Groundwork & driveway specialists 

All building works undertaken 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

Tel:  01442 866441 
Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ 

LOGS FOR SALE 

Please contact Glenn  on 
07951 126534 

Or order online at  
astropelogs.co.uk 

 

Standard Hardwood 
Logs  
and  

Premium Ash logs 
 

FREE Delivery 
 

Barrowing and stacking     
services available  
please ask for details. 
 
Quality, seasoned and dry 
firewood with great service 
from ASTROPE LOGS 

HANDYMAN WITH VAN 
 

LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED BUILDER 
 

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

DECORATING AND GENERAL REPAIRS 
 

LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT         GARDENS TIDIED 
 

LIGHT REMOVALS        REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

PLEASE CALL MICK 

0775 393 8180 

mailto:chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.ashridgewealth.co.uk
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Professional, friendly, local help 

at reasonable prices with 
 

Wills 
Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Probate & Estates 
 

I have over 30 years’ experience, mainly with Central 
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the 

above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees. 
 

 Simple Will £95 - two for £150 
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160 

Probate & Estate work £60 per hour 
 

Home visits at no extra charge 
(and everything explained in plain English!) 

 
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote 

 

www.probateandestates.co.uk 
david@probateandestates.co.uk 

DAVID PRICE & CO. 

01296 612955 

 

Hate cleaning  

Your Oven? 

Let us do it for you! 

No Mess, no Smell,  No Fuss  

JUST Amazing Results 

 
Facebook.com/ovenhearts   

       07841 340403 
 

www.ovenhearts.co.uk 
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Appledown Rescue and 

Rehoming Kennels 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Appledown Rescue & 
Rehoming Kennels, Harling 

Road, Eaton Bray,  
Bedfordshire LU6 1QY 

 

01525 220383  
 

appledown.kennels@btinternet.com 

www.appledownrescue.co.uk 
 
 

Follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter & Instagram! 

No words to pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A candle prayer 
 

God, 
Wherever you are, 

I have no words to pray. 
I am in the darkness, 

Aching, 
Lost, 

In pain. 
 

As I light my candle, 
I reach out to you, 

For my family and friends, 
For the world around me, 

For myself. 
Give me strength 

To face another day. 
Shine your light into my 

dark places 
And help me to know 

I am not alone. 
 

Amen 
 
 
© April McIntyre 
 


