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Rediscovering Peter the Wild Boy
Over the last few months we have been able to keep
St Mary’s open in the day. If you are passing please do
come in and if you come on a Wednesday afternoon
there will refreshments and cake. There is also a
prayer board when you come into the porch and if
please feel free to write down any people or
situations that you are concerned about. Over the last
few years there has been a roof fund at St Mary’s and
the work is now completed thanks to the generosity
of many people in the local community. We have held
concerts at St Mary’s and in July there was a choir
singing event that was very well supported. A very
exciting development in the autumn is that we are
going to have a visit from a Russian Choir and also a
theatre group is going to put on a production of
“Peter the Wild Boy.” There will be details of these
events on the website and also posters around the
village.
The theatre group are very excited about performing
in St Mary’s near the place where Peter is buried.
Over the years I receive occasional emails and phone
calls from newspapers and researchers who are
writing articles on Peter and they often ask who
places flowers on his grave. I do not know the answer
to that question, although it is made very clear that
we are grateful for whoever is responsible. The story
of Peter is well known and the farm house where he
lived in Potten End was part of the old St Mary’s
parish. Those responsible for him were given an
annual royal pension of £35.00 per year for his
upkeep. This was maintained to his death. Looking
after him was a challenge as he had a tendency to go

for long walks and get lost. In the 1740s at the time
of the Jacobite Rebellion, he was also seen as being a
possible Highlander. In the 1750s he disappeared and
was discovered in Norwich where he was initially
arrested as a Spanish subversive. This led to the
famous collar being placed around his neck to keep
him safe and this is kept at Berkhamsted School. On
the collar are the words: ‘Peter, the Wild Man of
Hanover. Whoever will bring him to Mr Fenn at
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire, shall be paid for their
trouble.’ According to reports he had a liking for gin
and music. There is a copy of a painting in the church
and the original led to the discovery that it is highly
likely that Peter had a rare genetic condition called
Pitts-Hopkins Syndrome.
An important part of the story is the generosity of the
local community in supporting and looking out for
someone who would have been very vulnerable.
Whether it be the 18th Century or the present day;
generosity, kindness and practical help seem good
values to be nurtured and celebrated.
Rev Jonathan Gordon

Newsletter Delivery Person Needed
We need someone to deliver the Newsletter to
houses in Loxley Road, Salters Close and The Bentons.
Can you help? Please telephone Valerie Clark on
07821 896734 or email Jill Hipson at
jill.hipson@live.co.uk.

GEMINI ADVERT

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust

From £14 per hr inc.

HANDYMAN
WITH VAN
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED
BUILDER
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
DECORATING AND
GENERAL REPAIRS
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.
Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

PLEASE CALL MICK

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

GARDENS TIDIED
LIGHT REMOVALS

0775 393 8180

thetyrechangers.co.uk
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This Month in 1881 ...
The recent replacement of the leaking lead roof, with St
Mary’s surrounded by scaffolding, reminded me of a
picture in Bert Hosier’s excellent book, Hedgehog’s
Northchurch, which showed the church in 1881 during
changes to the building. In September that year, work was
well underway on the construction of a new north aisle,
organ chamber and vestry. The work was undertaken by
Messrs Cook Brothers of Berkhamsted, and also involved
the removal of plasterwork which revealed the existence
of two ancient doors and some windows.

£200,000 in today’s terms. With the interior complete,
new hot air stoves were installed to provide heating and
new pews, which are still in use, replaced the previous
high-backed ones.

Work had yet to start on restoring the floor within the
church to take it back to its original level, which for some
reason was found to be some two feet higher than
expected. This work would later reveal the stone
‘merchant’s coffin’ that is now in the south transept. The
creation of the new floor level also meant that the two
paths leading to the church from the High Street had to
be lowered, resulting in the feature in the churchyard that
is still seen today. It also meant that a new entrance porch
was needed. The total cost of the work was some

Between 13th and 22nd September this year, various
locations across Berkhamsted and Northchurch will be
open to the public under the Heritage Open Days scheme.
On Saturday 14th September, I will be giving talks in St
Mary’s at 11am and 2pm on this history of the church. Full
details of all local heritage events during this period can
be found at https://berkhamsted-history.org.uk/heritageopen-days/ .

The official re-opening service took place in June 1882,
with the Rector, Revd AF Birch, reading the prayers and
the Bishop of St Albans taking the Communion Service.
Also, in attendance were former curates of St Mary’s as
well as many of the local gentry and village people.

St Mary’s Summer Fete
was a big success
Our annual summer fete on the 6th of July was a very enjoyable day
and fantastic outreach for the whole village and surrounding area.
Lots of people had a great time and we raised a record amount of
£4,868 (after deduction of all expenses), which will be shared
between local charity People Not Borders, Clare Hodgson’s charity
GO MAD (Go Make a Difference) and St Mary’s Church Roof Fund.
A detailed breakdown of the takings per stall is displayed on the
notice board at the back of the church.
The organisation of the fete requires a lot of planning and many,
many helpers both on and behind the scene and we rely on the
kindness of parishioners to donate cakes, bottles, plants, books,
gifts & toiletries, toys, tombola and raffle items.
So, well done and a huge thank you to all of you, whether you
helped with the organisation, the setting up of the stalls, clearing
up after the fete, manning stalls, donating items, or simply coming
to enjoy yourself, you all contributed to the success of the fete.
Following our church's tradition the date for next year's fete has
already been set for Saturday 4th of July 2020. Please put the date
in your diaries and if you feel you could help with the organisation
or running a stall, please speak to Linda, Rachel, Evelyn or Margit.
The Fete Organising Committee
margit@gameplaneurope.com

Richard North

Could you be Secretary or
Treasurer
at the Northchurch WI?
The Branch was started a hundred years ago in
February and it would be a real tragedy if we
were to close down, which is what will happen if
we don’t fill these posts.
If you are interested in either of these vacancies
please contact Marilyn Hill, President of
Northchurch WI, on 07843 125592 for more
details.
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PERSONAL TRAINER
£15.00 per session
“Improve fitness, grow in confidence
and achieve your exercise goals; for
ages 14+”
•

At your home—Berkhamsted area

•
•

Outdoors in local Berkhamsted parks
Fully insured

•

Enhanced DBS clearance

ANDREW LANSDELL
YMCA Level 3 Personal Trainer. BSc. PGCE

keepgoodcompany@aol.com
079 660 28 060

DAVID PRICE & CO.
Professional, friendly, local help
at reasonable prices with

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estates
I have over 28 years’ experience, mainly with Central
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the
above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees.
Simple Will £95 - two for £150
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160
Probate & Estate work £60 per hour

Home visits at no extra charge

(and everything explained in plain English!)
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote
www.probateandestates.co.uk
david@probateandestates.co.uk

01296 612955

Casting Off
Men cast off as women cast on,
Fisherman's rib.
Oily men and oily woollen initials...
To claim their dead.
Graffiti grannies incognito
Stitching up the shoreline.
Around hair and shawl the salty wind blows.
A fiancé waiting, a half breath taken.
Hands held to chest in silent prayer.
Heavy skirts billow.
Gales of laughter interrupt the silence.
Jane, Sabina, Ethel and Agnes
Dropping pearls of wisdom.
Eyes alight and skin weathered,
Knitted together by the business of gutting.
Uncharted landscapes beneath the waves.
Fishermen hold on course as they steer through
white horses,
Sea squall,rough, unruly.
The Fortitude moving in ridges and undulating
curves,
Shanty driven nets and eyes brimming with salt
tang.
Mother port, guardian of life.
The protector after trials at sea.
Buoyant illuminations light the tavern,
Along with clinking tankards,
Frothy whiskers, ale and brandy.
Cargoed work songs drum the air.
Gill of rum, gill of fish, aqua vita from
aqua vertebrae.
© Kate Gibson 2019
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When “A Bag-a-Chips” was so different!!
Some thoughts as I passed
The “Chip” Shop, Darrs Lane corner,
later, I take my pen, put thoughts in order.

Tree felling today—no ‘chips’, just sawdust
(or is it ‘wood’ dust) takes the eye.
So different from the years, long gone by.

I recalled “spurring up” some Elm trees
near a village green

The CHAINSAW appeared, needed the strength
of two men,

When the nearby housewives were soon on the scene.

To carry to the worksite, way back then.

“Can we ‘ave-a-bag-a them-’CHIPS’?”
we said “Yes you can”.

Now electrically charged, or petrol and oil

Chainsaws of today have made less the physical toil.

Soon jugs-a-tea appeared, that ‘ad been our plan.
HEDGEHOG

Those were the days of the seven-pound
axe and the cross cut saw
It seems so long ago, almost days of YORE.

For Hedgehog Photo

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk

S. Delaney Carpentry and
Property Maintenance
25+ years experience
All property maintenance undertaken
All trades * Free estimates * No job too small
Call Steve on 07890 554 578
Email: Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk
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Review of Monteverdi and Mussorgsky Choral Workshop
When I spotted the poster outside Wigginton church
advertising a Monteverdi and Mussorgsky Workshop I was
immediately excited. The previous weekend I would be
attending an African singing workshop – ‘no experience
required’ – in Dartford. I was so ‘fired up’ looking forward
to that – another workshop would be another day of FUN!
So I signed up, was told I could collect the music in advance
from Richard Grylls in Tring, and that there would be an
extra rehearsal on the Wednesday before the Workshop.
Then I saw the music!! Full scores for so many pieces:
Rossini, Victoria, Rachmaninov as well as the Monteverdi
and Mussorgsky. YouTube helped and I was relieved to
recognise just one of the pieces, the Rachmaninov, a
favourite of mine. But I did fear that I had made a terrible
mistake.
Grade 5 piano many, many years ago, extremely ropey
sight-reading skills and I had never sung a Mass before at
all – in any language, and never sung in a sizeable choir
before.
But I like a challenge!
The workshop started at 1pm on the Saturday – on the dot!
(first challenge for me – being ready to start on time).
Richard led us gently into the singing, starting after
warming up, with beautifully, deceptively, simple pieces.
The other singers all seemed to know the pieces already
(sight-reading skills I guess); at least I was singing first
soprano so had the tune most of the time.

Ashridge Wealth
I provide a comprehensive wealth
management service, offering specialist
face-to-face advice tailored to you.

My services include:
Investment Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Intergenerational Planning
Retirement Planning
Insurance Planning
Mortgage Advice
To receive a complimentary guide covering
wealth management, retirement planning
or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:

chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
07377 936852
www.ashridgewealth.co.uk

Buoyed up and swept along by the other extremely
talented singers, I spent the entire day in total awe of
Richard’s ear (how could he possibly hear that the tenors
were missing their E flat when we were all singing at full
blast?) the brilliant accompanist who could apparently
effortlessly find where to skip back to in the score, instantly
when instructed, and the modest Magdalena’s
breathtakingly beautiful mezzo solos.
It was such a new, uplifting experience to be singing in a
full choir, in delicious harmony, especially in the Russian
pieces. It felt like flying! And I am still up there days later,
half humming, half dum –dumming the tunes. Exhausting,
certainly, but exhilarating and so joyful. I can’t wait for the
next workshop, even though I will know what to expect
next time!
And perhaps next time we might even sing the
Rachmaninov piece!!!
Catherine Smith
Are you passionate about preserving our churches?
Want to get some exercise on a Sunday?

Take part in the Bike and Hike on Sunday 14th September
Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust
For more information & sponsor forms go to:
www.b-n-h.co.uk
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Appledown Rescue
and Rehoming
Kennels

Handsome Jasper with his
dappled coat and amber eyes
is a very eye-catching lad. Born
in September 2018, this young
lurcher had been in a happy
home but was given up due to
illness in the family. He is a
friendly, active dog and is used
to being left on his own for
short periods. He travels well
in the car and could live with a
female
dog
pending
introductions. Jasper is used to
being fed a raw diet and it
would be better for him if this
continued. He cannot live in
Bedford.
Please see our website for full
details of the rehoming
process. We are open for visits
and phone calls every day
between 10 am and 4 pm.
There are restrictions on
rehoming dogs to families with
children under seven years of
age.
Join our Facebook group to
see more photos of other dogs
awaiting homes.
Appledown Rescue &
Rehoming Kennels, Harling
Road, Eaton Bray,
Bedfordshire LU6 1QY

01525 220383
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com

www.appledownrescue.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter & Instagram!

Sunday Services

Your local builders—Established over 50 years

at St Mary’s

P CHILDERLEY & SON

1st September
8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

Trinity 11

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer

Groundwork & driveway specialists
All building works undertaken
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Tel: 01442 866441

Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ

8th September
8.00am
10.00am

Trinity 12

Holy Communion (BCP)
All-Age Worship

Do you need help
with all your odd jobs around your home?

15th September
8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

Trinity 13

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer at Ashridge

22nd September
8.00am
10.00am

Trinity 14

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist

29th September St Michael and All Angels
8.00am
10.00am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist

Sunday October 6th at 6.30pm

I can offer a reliable service

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
07802 906 870
Many years experience
Also decorating and phone points etc
at a reasonable rate.

PETER THE WILD BOY
There will be 4 performances of ‘Peter the Wild Boy’ by
the Lamphouse Theatre on 17th, 18th and 19th
October. See www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk/events
for more information.

St Mary’s Church, Northchurch

Resurrection Choir of St Petersburg
This acclaimed choir of music graduates are making a short tour of the UK in 2019 and will perform
Russian folk music and sacred songs in St Mary's church on October 6th.
With just 8 voices, this choir produces a beautiful blended tone and feature the deep resonances of a
basso profundo!
Not to be missed!
The concert is scheduled for 6.30pm and will follow the parish harvest tea.
Admission £10. Under 18s free.
More details from music@stmarysnorthchurchorg.uk or Tel 07957498947

Contacts for the Newsletter
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 07821 896734 . Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor, Jill Hipson
Jill.hipson@live.co.uk.
All advertisements must be paid for before they can be published. Copy date is 15th of each month.

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
St Mary’s Church

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar 07929 934367

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

