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2016/17 Admissions Consultation for St Mary's School
All school admission authorities are required to
undertake consultation on their admission arrangements
if they are changing their arrangements and even if no
changes are being made, they are still required to carry
out a consultation at least once every seven years. As St
Mary's is a voluntary aided school, the Governing Body is
the admitting authority.
We are undertaking a consultation on our draft
admissions arrangements for the academic year 2016/17.
The consultation period is for 8 weeks, between 2
January ‐ 27 February 2015.
Please refer to the school website for full details of the
proposed admissions arrangements.

If you would like to make any comments, or respond to
the proposed arrangements, you need to contact the
school on admissions@stmarys916.herts.sch.uk. Your
responses will be taken into account when determining
the admission arrangements.
We must determine our admission arrangements for
2016/17 by 15 April 2015. Determined admission
arrangements will be displayed on the school's website
by 1 May 2015.
Many thanks and please do not hesitate to contact me for
any further details
Lara Pringle
01442 876 234 or 07977 386 541

Taizé Service
Sunday 8 February 2015 at 6.00 pm
A quiet meditation service with chants and silence.
Refreshments to be served afterwards. All welcome

Your Newsletter Needs You!

Peal Attempt

Distributors needed for

3 hours ringing

Cobb Road
Ridgeway
Please email Jill Hipson at
cjhipson@btopenworld.com if you can help.

Monday 16th February:
10.30-1.30pm

GEMINI ADVERT

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

I AM YOUR LOCAL
DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
Gavin has moved to
new advert for window
cleaning—on stick.

STEVEN
ROBERTS
07828 628 152
Learners, Pass Plus,
Motorway Refresher Lessons
and Eco Driving.
DSA AND PASS PLUS REGISTERED
BLOCK BOOKING DISCOUNTS

FIRST LESSON FREE
Find me on FACEBOOK
Email: stevenroberts1983@hotmail.co.uk
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Northchurch Notebook

Westward ever Westward

In my last Hedgehog article I listed the pubs that I knew,
Now a reader has approached me to say “I know of a few But ‘The Anchor’ is well beyond my recall”.
So a few more words to explain to one and all.
This property is called ‘The Anchorage’ today,
An interesting play on words, I have to say.
Situated ‘cross the road from the Almshouses, which I bring to your attention next
As ‘we’ travel once more westward by way of photo and text.
The Almshouses, known as The Church long time ago,
Apart from ‘our Church’, our oldest building, as far as I know.
Dating back to 1590, I have read or maybe been told.
Stand and stare, pause for thought (venture a look into the courtyard?), this building is old.
Of course the school is next on my list How could such an important building ever be missed?
A stain glassed window tells a date of ‘one eight six four’ A time when the first scholars came through the door?
No doubt they were called for the nine o’clock hour By the bell in (the sadly now gone) sharp-pointed bell tower.
HEDGEHOG

Pictures:
Top right:
The Anchorage’, previously
‘The Anchor’
Middle right:
The Almhouses (previously
‘The Church’), Northchurch
Bottom right:
Drawing of St Mary’s School,
Northchurch
Left: Northchurch Church

Maths Tuition
for all ages up to GCSE
No need to struggle with
Maths!

The Monday Club
Feb. 9th Lunch at the Bridgewater
Arms. Mini-bus and cars to depart at
12.15pm from Mandelyns.

Feb. 23rd “China, New and Old” a talk
with video clips by Rosemary and Richard
North.
For more information contact Joan Downhill
865821 or Barbara Lloyd on 865059

Your maths problems
are over! An experienced teacher
with a sympathetic heart provides
individual one–to-one
lessons starting where
the learner is and moving
on and up.
Marilyn Pain (BA, HDE FDE SpLD)
01442-879248
mdpain@hotmail.com

07912 615860
www.afonsoschoolofpa.co.uk
afonso_schoolofperformingarts@hotmail.com

PILATES
● beginners and improvers ●

Day time and evening classes at
The Pilates House—55 High Street—Tring

Computer Consultancy
and Repairs
Getting your PC up and running again

Software installation & configuration
Basic and intermediate level training Specialising
in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades
Andy Robinson

Strengthen · Tone · Realign · Relax
www.mindandbodypilates.co.uk

36 Trevelyan Way
Berkhamsted HP4 1JH
Mobile: 07885 966570

A n d y R o b i n s o n 2 0 1 0 @ g m a il . c o m

Jennyelmspilates@gmail.com or call 07413 777308
Body Control Pilates is a registered trademark used under licence.

PlayPlus Kindergarten

RENEW

Judged 'Good' in all areas of inspection by Ofsted
Established in 1989
 Fully qualified & experienced Early
Years team led by a teacher
 Open Monday to Friday, from 7.30
am to 6.00 pm
 Excellent ratios – Baby Unit 1:2
 Wonderful large secure gardens
 Join us for Parent & Toddler, every
Thursday, from 10am to 12 noon








Full-year or term-time calendar
Purpose-built Baby Unit & garden
Washable nappies & recycling
Introduction to French
15 hours free for 3-4 yr olds
All staff are trained in paediatric
First Aid & Safeguarding Children

01442 879762 or visit our website:
www.playpluskindergarten.co.uk
Kingsway, London Rd, Bourne End,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP1 2RQ

ASTROPE GARDEN SERVICES

LOGS FOR SALE

Deep clean your carpets
only £25 (inc VAT)
Price includes:





48 hrs hire of the Karcher Puzzi 100 Carpet Cleaner
1 litre RENEW Shampoo
Free delivery / collection by arrangement.

Contact: Fred Harrison on 01442-874720
E-mail: sales@fhltd.co.uk

Do you need help
with all your odd jobs around your home?
I can offer a reliable service
with many years experience
Also decorating and phone points etc
at a reasonable rate.

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
07802 906 870
Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free delivery.
Bulk Bag £75.00 (approx. 0.6m3)

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING AND HEATING NEEDS

Truck load £95.00 (approx. 1m3)

CALL

Sack of logs £8 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10 sacks)

CLIVE YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER

FREE ESTIMATES

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE

Barrowing & stacking service available,
please ask for details.

BATHROOM/KITCHEN REFURBISHMENTS/TILING

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services. Fencing, driveways,
paving, pressure washing and general garden maintenance.

BOILERS/SHOWERS /TANKS/SINKS/TAPS/VALVES.

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534
Or glennansell@gmail.com

01442 862244
GAS SAFE REGISTERED

07973144336
EST 35 YRS
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Politics and Religion
We are often told that churches should leave politics
alone and not get involved in how public affairs are
managed. But surely this doesn’t fit with the teaching of
Jesus Christ, who gave much guidance about our
behaviour, which should be concerned about our fellow
men and women, their sorrows and anxieties, their hopes
and fears. Yet so often we look at the proposals of our
politicians with one thought in mind: “How will this affect
me?” So we shall resent paying a little extra tax even if
the aim is to ease the burdens of the sick, the vulnerable
and the poor.
We tend to blame people for being disadvantaged and,
often with no justification, say it is their own fault. So we
get very angry when people from other nations migrate
into our country even though many of them are refugees
from countries which have become centres of oppression,
and where death and other dangers appear on every
hand, and governments seem powerless. We should hate
to live like that ourselves: we value our relative security,
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Edgar Wille
yet we resent people seeking help in our shores.
Admittedly, some may be acting in self-interest, seeking
to better themselves (as we often do ourselves). But
many immigrants have had to leave everything behind
and find only very poorly paid jobs and are exploited by
the citizens of receiving nations.
Should we not listen to Jesus, who said ‘As you would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them’? And he
lived that way, even though it led him to a cruel death.
The Apostle Paul said to the church in Philippi ‘Look to
each other’s interests and not merely to your own’. We
are not called just to look after ourselves (I’m alright,
Jack). We should not object to help given from welfare
resources to our fellow citizens who are genuinely in
distress.
Of course you might say: ‘Christianity is no easy option’.
And you would be right. It isn’t. The cross of Christ makes
that clear.

Northchurch Resident trekking coast to coast across Costa Rica for Charity
RP Fighting Blindness
Judith Spencer, a resident from Northchurch for the past
19 years, is self-funding a trek across Costa Rica to raise
awareness and funds for a charity, RP Fighting Blindness,
which funds research into an inherited, incurable eye
condition called Retinitis Pigmentosa.
Judith, 49 years of age, is married to Ian Spencer, whose
family has been long established in Northchurch. In
January/February 2015 she intends to cross from the
Pacific Coast to the Caribbean on foot, travelling through
diverse terrain including coffee plantations, oak forests and
dense tropical rainforest. The challenge has been
described as challenging with a mixture of steep inclines,
descents and river crossings whilst enduring slippery and
muddy paths and the hot humid weather conditions.
Judith will be sleeping in tents during her challenge whilst
Judith and her Mum
becoming closer to wildlife including the vast range of
creepy crawlies.
vision are all present. The age at which symptoms start is
variable and the rate of deterioration often varies.
Judith has self funded this trek in order to focus her
attention on raising funds for RP Fighting Blindness. She is
If you wish to support Judith in her fundraising supporting
keen to raise awareness of Retinitis Pigmentosa as her 90
RP Fighting Blindness, a charity which works hard to
year old mother, also a Northchurch resident, suffers from
stimulate and fund cutting edge research to find a
this and has been blind for the past 40 years.
treatment or cure and support those affected, please visit
her Just Giving Page https://www.justgiving.com and
Retinitis pigmentosa (RP) is the name given to a group of
search Judith Spencer. Alternatively you can donate by
inherited conditions of the retina that all lead to a gradual
texting PLOD65 (and the amount) to 70070. Judith’s email
progressive reduction in vision. Difficulties with night,
address is judithspen@aol.com.
peripheral, reading, colour and central ('straight-ahead')
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Reserved for DMT Tyres

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk

A.H.

Ready for a Cycling Trip?
Treat your bike!
Get it repaired Get it serviced
Or just get it cleaned!
No Bike?
Sensibly priced Refurbished bikes
All proceeds to charity
Ring Jeremy on:
07836 208 752 or 01442 863 558

PLASTERING & DECORATING
Interior & exterior, domestic & commercial,
insurance work undertaken.
Painting, artexing, plastering, rendering, guttering.
Clean and reliable service
All work guaranteed.
Free Quotation
No Obligation
Discount Rates for O.A.P.s

01442 384146

07795 040380
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Extra ringing on Sundays
Some of you already know – because you have asked me –
why the bells have sometimes rung earlier on a Sunday
afternoon than for the evening service. Most of you will
have noticed that the ringing was a little boring, just a solo
bong – bong – bong. Or have heard ‘Three blind mice’
never reaching the point where they ran. And listened to
some irregular patches. Anne, Brian and Rosemary have
now advanced to being able to join our Monday practice
night. Ringing one bell among six with more experienced
ringers will be quite a challenge for them after being one of
three or four, but you all know that ‘practice makes
perfect’.
Their story began about a year ago when we needed to
raise funds to make repairs to the organ at St Mary’s. One
of the special events was a Promises Auction. Jenny, our
organist, happens to be married to Chris, an expert

bellringer and bell instructor, and one of the lots at the
Auction was Lessons in handling a bell. It’s as easy to teach
3 or 4 people together as it is just one, partly because the
novices can learn as they are watching each other. But
there is no substitute for their own ‘time on the end of a
rope’, actually ringing a bell and trying to keep its bong
sounding neatly in relation to the others.
I remember when I was ‘promoted’ to Sunday ringing.
Suddenly my ringing time was trebled and I was able to ring
longer chunks before taking a break. And ringing for
Sunday services was ringing with a purpose, which made all
the concentration and effort worthwhile. If you hear some
irregular patches in Sunday service ringing when our
novices swell our numbers, please encourage them with a
prayer.
Valerie Clark, Tower Captain

Appledown Rescue’s Dog of the Month
Looking for love! This is Stollen, she is a German Shepherd/Labrador
cross aged about six years. She was in a very poor condition when she
arrived but is now healthy and happy. Stollen has a beautiful temperament with people and other dogs. We do not yet know if she would be
suitable for a home with cats. She has lovely manners and would suit a
retired owner who can give her campanionship and a good walk! Stollen is child friendly but we feel she deserves a quiet life where she can
show her lovely nature to its full advantage.
If you feel you could offer Stollen, or any of our other dogs, a loving
and secure home please call in at the kennels any day between 10 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Our staff will be happy to offer advice and information. We
have restrictions on rehoming dogs to families with children under 7
years of age, so please ask for details.
Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray,
Beds LU6 1QY.

www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com
Pre-school for ages 2.5—5 years
Graded OUTSTANDING by Ofsted
in October 2014

Monday to Friday 12.30 – 3.30pm
Lunch Club 12.00-12.30pm
Government Funding available for 3 & 4 year olds
Located in the nursery classroom at
St Mary’s School, Northchurch

For more information, please contact the
Pre-school Leader, Mrs Lisa Burkett
on tel no 07535 184017or e-mail
stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com
St Mary’s C of E First School, New Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3QZ

Ofsted Reg No. 129391
1069686

Charity No.

GREEN GARDENING
PLEASE CALL NICK
M: 077 08 04 02 85
LAWN MAINTENANCE

H: 01442 872 577
ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY)
HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING AND PATIOS

POWER WASHING

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Sunday Services
at St Mary’s
1st February

John Cossins & Co.
Chartered Accountants

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Benefice evening prayer

8th February

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am All-Age Worship
6.00pm Taize Worship

15th February

Sunday next before Lent

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW)
6.00pm Evening Prayer

A friendly and professional accountancy and taxation
service for individuals and small businesses offered by a
Chartered Accountant with over 30 years experience.
.
Management accounts, Personal tax, Corporation tax,
VAT returns, Capital Gains Tax, Company secretarial work.
General business advice.

Competitive fees. Free initial consultation
T. 01442 863231 M. 07980508692
E. johncfca@gmail.com www.johncossins.co.uk

Berkhamsted Under 5s Group
Registered Charity No 1071358
VOLUNTARY GRANTS SECRETARY
Would you like to use your experience to help the local community?

22nd February

First Sunday in Lent

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW)
6.00pm Evening Prayer

All enquiries about the Newsletter and advertising to the Editor.
Please note that all advertisements must be paid for before
they can appear in the Newsletter.
Copy for the March Newsletter by 15th February to:
cjhipson@btopenworld.com
Mrs Jill Hipson, 21 St Katherine’s Way, Berkhamsted, HP4 1DA
A Plea From the Editor
Getting in touch about anything to do with the
Newsletter: it would be much appreciated if
you could email me instead of phoning.
Unfortunately I am unable to receive telephone
calls because I am totally deaf and cannot hear
on the phone.
PLEASE EMAIL—DON’T PHONE. THANK YOU.

We are a local charity which runs a small drop-in group in
Northchurch for families in need of support. We work with families
with children under 5 in Northchurch, Berkhamsted and the
surrounding area.
This is a voluntary role on the management committee which
involves some general administrative tasks but focuses on finding
sources of funding and making grant applications. The time
commitment averages a few hours per month plus 3 evening
meetings a year.
Experience of funding applications would be desirable but is not
necessary, it is more important that the person has strong
administrative skills.

For more information about the role, please contact:
Berkhamsted Under 5s Group: 01442 870 462
Or email: angela.demosthenous@gmail.com

Dacorum foodbank
Priority needs for February
cold meat (tinned)
puddings (tinned)

Instant mash
fruit juice (UHT)
salt/pepper (individual packs)

Collection points: Way Inn & St Mary’s Church

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
St Mary’s Church

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Sabina Harvey 079799 14449

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

