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Emily Millar
Mobile: 07929934367

Church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
01442 871547

Dec & Jan

Christmas at St Mary’s
In the shops around December there are usually a
number of music CD’s that try and capture the best of
a particular musician or band. I was looking at Amazon
the other week and noted Kate Bush is bringing out a
CD of her live show and there are also albums by a
wide range of musicians including David Bowie,
Leonard Cohen and “Now that what I call Music -95.”
However, the musical highlight that caught my eye
was Bruce Springsteen’s autobiography “Born to Run,”
that also includes the album “Chapter and Verse.”

take a fair bit of courage to walk into a church.
Worship has changed over the years and the
unfamiliarity can be a barrier. However, it does not
matter when you stand or sit or even if the music is
unfamiliar. The most important thing is that you come
and share in the worship of God whose love for us all
is celebrated at Christmas time. If you are thinking of
coming back to church or considering it for the first
time then you may find a Christmas service is the ideal
way back in.

There was an interview with Springsteen recently in
which he spoke about how music changed his life and
how this shaped his live concerts. He can be on stage
for over three hours. His hope is that not only that
everyone will have a great night but it might also be a
“certain transcendent evening...an evening that you
will remember when you go home.” The music will
help you think differently about the way you see your
life and what you want to do with it. This is what he
and the band “try to deliver.” There is a faith in the
ability of a piece of music to change a person and
provide a soundtrack for key moments in their life
journey.

On December 18th there will be
a Nativity Service at 10.00am
and then the Carols by
Candlelight at 6.00pm.

Services at St Mary’s are not three hours long and the
music differs slightly from the E Street Band. Despite
that there is still the possibility of being changed and
seeing where you are going in your life in a new way. I
periodically have conversations with folk who say that
that they used to go to church and for one reason or
another stopped. I never underestimate that it can

On Christmas Eve there will be
the Crib Service at 5.00pm and
Midnight Mass at 11.30pm.

On Christmas Day there will be a
Communion Service with Carols
at 10.00am.

GEMINI ADVERT

You will be made very welcome.

Rev Jonathan Gordon

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

Gavin has moved to
new advert for window
cleaning—on stick.

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre
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Life after death
Many theologians do not believe that the Old
Testament teaches a hope of eternal life for faithful
believers. They believe that the Old Testament
teaches that when you are dead, that is the end of
any conscious existence.

them, while suffering and weariness flee away.

However, a careful study of the Old Testament will
reveal that there is a life after death for those whom
God will raise from the dead. This teaching is clear in
the book of Genesis in the promises to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

Psalm 22v.29 How can those who go down to the
grave give God homage? But I shall live for his sake.

I give below a sample of a few of the many
references to the afterlife in the Old Testament:Isaiah 11v.9 The earth will be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
Isaiah 26v.19 Your dead ones will live, their bodies
will rise again. Those who sleep in the earth will
awake and shout for joy.
Daniel 12v.2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of
the earth will awake.
Isaiah 35v.10 The Lord's people will be crowned with
everlasting joy. Gladness and joy will come upon

Psalm 13v.3 Give light to my eyes lest I sleep the
sleep of death.
Psalm 25v.7 Remember me in your unfailing love.

Psalm 30v.9 What profit is there in my death, in my
going down to the pit? Can the dust praise you? Can
it proclaim your truth?
Psalm 29v.12 Lord my God, I shall praise you forever!
Psalm 32v.10/11 Unfailing love enfolds those who
trust in the Lord. Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you
righteous ones!
'Deliverance', 'salvation', and 'unfailing love' are
words and phrases frequently used in the Old
Testament to describe God's eternal love of those
who, as he says, are 'honest of heart'.
Edgar Wille

Way Inn Advent Talks:
The Perfect Gift
Thursdays at 6.30pm in the
Book Shop
with refreshments.
Talks start at 7.00pm.
1st December David Russell
8th December Jane Gonzalez

Everyone most welcome

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET INTO THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
AND HELP LOOK AFTER SOMEONE NEEDING HELP?
THEN WHY NOT COME AND WORK FOR US AS A CARER
(NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY – FULL TRAINING GIVEN)

Flexible Hours – car driver essential

Call Sarah or Lauren on 01494 678811
or email jobs@universal-care.co.uk

Do you need help
with all your odd jobs around your home?
I can offer a reliable service
with many years experience
Also decorating and phone points etc
at a reasonable rate.

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
07802 906 870

HELP WITH PROBATE & ESTATES,
WILLS and POWERS OF ATTORNEY
Did you know that it can easily cost £2,000 or more in
solicitors’ fees – typically at £200 or more an hour - just to
obtain a Grant of Probate, even for a fairly simple case? Yet
the legal fact is you don’t need a firm of solicitors either to
apply for the Grant or to administer an Estate.
I have 27 years’ experience as a Probate & Trust Manager,
mainly with central London solicitors, and can assist you with
each and every aspect of applying for the Grant of Probate
and administering the Estate, including completion of the
compulsory Inheritance Tax forms - all for around a quarter of
normal solicitors’ fees.

Computer Consultancy
and Repairs
Getting your PC up and running again

Software installation & configuration
Basic and intermediate level training Specialising
in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades
Andy Robinson
36 Trevelyan Way
Berkhamsted HP4 1JH
Mobile: 07885 966570

AndyRobinson2010@gmail.com

Whatever stage the Estate has reached - even where there is
no Will - if you need assistance at reasonable rates and are in
Northchurch, Berkhamsted, Tring or surrounding villages,
please call or e-mail me for further information.
I can also prepare Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney at
very competitive rates and home visits can be arranged.

David Price 01296 612955
david@probateandestates.co.uk
www.probateandestates.co.uk

DAVID PRICE & CO.

LOGS FOR SALE
astropelogs.co.uk

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery.
Bulk Bag £75.00 (appr ox. 0.6m 3)
Truck load £100.00 (appr ox. 1.1m 3)
Sack of logs £9 (appr ox. 20kg. Min deliver y 10
sacks)
Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask
for details.
We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, fencing,
pressure washing and grass cutting.

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk
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This month in … December 1884

Did you hear the bells last month?

With Northchurch surrounded by countryside, much of it
under private ownership, it should be of no surprise that
poaching was a popular local ‘pastime’ during the winter
months, particularly among the young men of the village.
There was, of course, always the risk of being caught.

They were rather special for Remembrance Sunday, all
of them except the Tenor being half-muffled. You
know the pads that gardeners and builders can wear
for kneeling down? Bells have pads like that for special
occasions. A gardener has no problem fitting their pads
the right way round – but how does the Tower Captain
know which is the right way round for the clapper of a
bell? If I get it wrong (or, as happened this year, a
muffle slipped), you hear a bright and cheerful bong
when the bells should be sounding their ‘echo’.

At the Petty Sessions on 17th December 1884, Northchurch
men Samuel Delderfield, Frederick Dell, James Carter,
Frederick Welling, Walter Bedford and James Lay
appeared, charged with trespassing in search of rabbits on
the land owned by the local lord of the manor, Earl
Brownlow. All six defendants pleaded ‘not guilty’.
The court was told that William Waterton, a keeper
employed by Earl Brownlow, had spotted the defendants
beating the undergrowth near the Common in an attempt
to frighten rabbits to run into previously erected nets. He
saw one rabbit being caught which was put into a bag held
by Bedford. Waterton then informed the village policeman,
PC Brace who spotted Delderfield going into his home in
New Road with a bag under his arm. Soon afterwards
Bedford was spotted coming out of the George pub, (now
the George and Dragon), with an empty bag, which when
examined was found to contain a quantity of rabbit fur. A
subsequent search of Delderfield’s home revealed the nets
and other items used to catch rabbits.
All six defendants were found guilty. Delderfield, who it
turned out had four previous convictions for poaching, was
fined £2 (about £220 in today’s terms) with 8 shillings 6
pence costs. Dell was fined 15 shillings plus costs and the
others 10 shillings.
Richard North

The following day, a quarter peal was rung to mark an
85th birthday. One of my friends achieved this score
and we were fortunate that seven other ringers were
happy to ring with me in celebration.
The ‘local bell club’ organises a weekend of ringing
each year, involving 40+ ringers and 10 towers – and an
impressive spreadsheet so everyone knows where to
go and when and what to ring. Northchurch played its
part, hosting a quarter peal on the evening of Friday
18th and then again on Saturday afternoon. If you
heard each of these attempts last for about 45
minutes, then you know we were successful.
Valerie Clark, Tower Captain
Parish Registers:

November 2016

Baptisms
November 6th
November 20th

Charlie Smith & Albert Sayer
Sian Evans

Funerals
November 25th

Pat Parrott

RAF 1113 (Berkhamsted) Air Cadets Corps are looking for adult volunteers
The Air Cadets of Berkhamsted is one of only a few youth groups
in the town catering for children in the older age range and
therefore is an invaluable part of the community. As a parent of a
Cadet, I think it’s a brilliant youth organization. Boys and Girls
aged between 12-19 years can get involved. My son enjoys going
twice a week and so far it has improved his confidence,
sociability and independence since joining in January 2016. Also,
and more importantly, it gets him out of the house & off the
streets to do something productive & beneficial that he really
enjoys.
The RAF Cadets learn a huge array of new skills some of which
include;
First Aid Training, BTECs.
Team games. Fitness training & Combat training.
Drill instructions to Parade at Charity & local events, and
remembrance services. They also learn how to help out as
Marshalls and assist in crowd control with tact &
decorum.
They are offered a chance to get involved at Wing Sports
activities and competitions with other local Squadrons
Flight & Weapons training, RAF Communication.

Duke Of Edinburgh Awards 1113 Squadron also offers discounted
Duke Of Edinburgh training for its members, this Squadron has
supported & successfully completed more D of E awards than
any other Squadron in the local area.
This Squadron also inspires the Cadets to flourish at the time
when they can become very introverted, by means of
encouraging independence, building confidence, becoming more
conscientious and mature, respecting others, getting involved in
local community. Also at a basic level Cadets are taught how to
iron uniforms, clean their shoes & the Cadet HQ, present
themselves and be well groomed, and to respect others in a
position of authority.
The Squadron recruits twice a year, and through hard work
leading up to the recruitment evening in Sept this year, the
attachment has recently doubled in numbers. The Squadron
now has 60 Cadets as members with an average attendance of 40
on Parade evenings on Mon & Wed 7pm to 9.30pm each week
throughout the year. We are based at Ashlyns School.
Please see our website www.berkhamstedaircadets.org.uk for
contact details & how to apply as an adult volunteer.
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Appledown Rescue’s
Dog of the Month
Smart little Kira is a Staffie
cross who was born in
February 2016. This young
lady is cheeky and full of
beans! She loves everything
about life – people, dogs,
walks and playing! A bright
girl who would love agility or
other training. She needs an
active home where she will
only be left for short periods.
She could probably live with a
male
dog
pending
introductions.
If you can offer Kira or any of
our other dogs a loving and
secure home, please call in at
the kennels any day between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. or phone
us for more details. Please
note
that
there
are
restrictions on rehoming dogs
to families with children
under seven years of age. Full
details of the rehoming
process can be found on our
website, or please contact the
kennels.
Appledown Rescue
and Rehoming Kennels,
Harling Road, Eaton Bray,
Beds LU6 1QY
01525220383
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com

www.appledownrescue.co.uk

The Monday Club
Please contact the organisers for
details of events planned for
November.
For more information please contact:
Joan Downhill on 865821 or
Barbara Lloyd on 865059.

www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com

HANDYMAN
WITH VAN

Pre-school for ages 2.5—5 years
Graded OUTSTANDING by Ofsted

LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED
BUILDER

Monday to Friday 12.00 – 4pm

Lunch-club 12.00–12.30pm

After school club 3.30–4pm

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
DECORATING AND
GENERAL REPAIRS

Government Funding available for 3 & 4 year olds

LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT

Located in the nursery classroom at St Mary’s School, Northchurch

GARDENS TIDIED

For more information, please contact the Pre-school Leader,
Mrs Lisa Burkett on 07535 184017 or e-mail stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com

LIGHT REMOVALS

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Primary School, New Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 3QZ

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Ofsted Reg No. 129391

Charity No. 1069686

PLEASE CALL MICK

0775 393 8180

Having problems with debts?

CAP Money Course
Get to grips with
your money problems
The Make Believe Café
(behind Tesco)
31st January 2017 7.30pm
7th February 2017 7.30pm
21st February 2017 7.30pm
To find out more about CAP Money
or to book your place on the course
go to www.capmoney.org
or call 07891 760244.

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.
Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.
Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

thetyrechangers.co.uk

DOUBLE GLAZING
DOCTOR

COMPLETE
TAXATION

Window and door repairs

Need help with your Tax Return,
Small business accounts, rental
accounts?

GLASS REPLACEMENT

Complete Taxation can help

Handles * Hinges * Letterboxes
Locks * Cat flaps * Door adjustment

Fast, efficient service with over
35 years experience

25 years experience

01442 463746

Contact Rob

www.completetaxation.co.uk

07909 443010

Can offer fixed fees with no VAT
on top

GREEN GARDENING
PLEASE CALL NICK
M: 077 08 04 02 85
LAWN MAINTENANCE

H: 01442 872 577
ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY)
HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING AND PATIOS

POWER WASHING

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Christmas Services
at St Mary’s
4th December

2nd Sunday of Advent

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist

Christkindlmarket

6.00pm Taize Service

A quiet meditation service with chants
and silence. Tea/coffee and cake to be
served afterwards. All welcome.

11th December

at St Mary’s Northchurch

3rd Sunday of Advent

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Evening Prayer

18th December

Handmade Christmas Tree Decorations
Gingerbread House Competition for all ages

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Nativity Service
6.00pm Carols by Candlelight

Lunches – Nuremberg sausages, sauerkraut,

Christmas Eve

5.00pm Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass

25th December

Saturday 3rd December Noon to 4pm
Handmade Christmas Presents

4th Sunday of Advent

24th December

German Style

red cabbage, potatoes, beer, wine

Traditional German homemade stollen
Christmas Day

Raffle * Christmas music

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Eucharist and Carols

Carols in the church at 4pm

Next issue is in February 2017. No January issue.
Contacts for the Newsletter
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 862613

mulled wine, mince pies, tea & coffee

Proceeds to the St Mary’s Roof Fund
CRISIS for Christmas

Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor,
Jill Hipson cjhipson@btopenworld.com
Next issue: February 2017. All advertisements
must be paid for before they can be published. Copy date is 15th of each month.

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
St Mary’s Church

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar 07929 934367

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

