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Paying Attention to the Hour Hand
People often say that the older you get the faster time
seems to go. It does feel like that sometimes and this year
feels like it is speeding past and we are now over half way
through.

reflection and being in the quiet and stillness of the church
is a good place to think about life and at times the
challenges that it brings. If you are passing please do call
in.

A few weeks ago, St Mary’s hosted the Deanery Lecture
and it was given by Rev Lucy Winkett who is Vicar of St
James in Piccadilly. She is often heard on “Thought for the
Day,” at 7.45am on Radio Four. At the beginning of her talk
she spoke about the challenge of providing a two-and-ahalf-minute faith reflection on the news. The news media
is moving at a fast pace with one story being replaced by
the next, and then updates and breaking news challenging
for the next headline. She said that an image that helped
her in preparing her reflections was that of a clock. The
news cycle was like the second hand, visibly moving and
each moment relevant and real, but never still. She liked to
think of her input as more focused on the hour hand. Just
as real and relevant, still moving, but at a slower pace. On
the radio recently I was listening to another contributor to
“Thought for the Day,” speak about the task of a faith
reflection is to place news events in the context of an
eternal dimension. Again, this seems to suggest stepping
back from the pressing and immediate and identifying
other threads.

We don’t have a second hand on the tower clock at St
Mary’s but we do have the bells and the hourly chimes.
When we first moved here, I think that I heard every chime
for the first few days. After the first week, I didn’t notice
them anymore yet they carried on marking the passing of
time in the background. When I hear and notice them, I
find it a good reminder to slow down and always try to see
life from the perspective of the hour hand.

One of the things that I really like about St Mary’s is that it
is an old building. There has been a church on the site for
over 1000 years and I keep finding clues about the past
that I have missed, whether that be some 17th Century
graffiti or a stone memorial. The church building has
changed over the centuries but most of the time this has
been a gradual process. It has been a constant in a
changing community and the links with the past give that
sense of continuity between the past and the present. We
are now keeping the church open in the day for prayer and

Rev Jonathan Gordon

There will not be any 8.00am services in August.
—————
St Mary's Film Club
July 10th at 8.00pm in the Parish Room.
We will be watching "The Birth of a Nation," that tells the
story of the Nat Turner Slave Rebellion in 1832.
———————
Newsletter Delivery People Needed for:
Dudswell - Boswick Lane
Dudswell - Dudswell Lane
Chiltern Close
Please ring Valerie Clark on 07821 896734 or email Jill
Hipson at jill.hipson@live.co.uk if you can help.

GEMINI ADVERT

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust

From £14 per hr inc.

HANDYMAN
WITH VAN
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED
BUILDER
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
DECORATING AND
GENERAL REPAIRS
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.
Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

PLEASE CALL MICK

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

GARDENS TIDIED
LIGHT REMOVALS

0775 393 8180

thetyrechangers.co.uk
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This Month in 1919 ...
On 28th June 1919, the complex negotiations following the
end of the First World War finally led to the signing of the
Treaty of Versailles. With the war officially over, the
government declared a special Bank Holiday to celebrate
the end of the war which would take place on 19th July.
Although some considered that the money allocated for
the celebrations could be better spent on supporting the
returning servicemen, many of whom were still serving
overseas at the time or returning home to an uncertain
future, planning for a series of special events across the
country commenced.

with a similar event taking place that evening for the
adults. This included a tug of war contest and a cricket
match between married men and single men, which the
married men’s team won. Unfortunately, no photographic
record of the day’s events in Northchurch has so far come
to light, unlike Berkhamsted, where the local
photographer JT Newman took a series of photographs to
record the event for posterity.
Richard North

The centre for the celebrations was of course London,
where a massive victory parade of some 15,000 troops
was held. Elsewhere in the capital, the crowds were
entertained by performers and fairs in all the major parks.
The same morning in Northchurch, the bells of St Mary’s
rang out at 8 o’clock to herald the start of the day’s
festivities. Some 70 former servicemen sat down at
lunchtime to a communal meal of beef, pork, mutton and
vegetables provided by the local community and were
later entertained by a local jazz band. At 2 o’ clock, a
children’s’ sports event was held on Durrants Meadow

The gold that makes for Paradise
Many of us are familiar with Jesus’ summary of the law:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind… and you shall love
your neighbour as yourself.”
It is about the up-and-down relationship between us and
God, and the left-and-right relationships with other people
that we maintain or neglect. These are expressed in terms
of love.
That balanced relationship with others, which comes in
different forms such as “doing as you would be done by”, is
often spoken of as the “golden rule”. What about the
relationship with God? John Milton, the poet, has a picture
of the world as tied to heaven by a golden chain. Love and
gold!
Still, law is about restraints on our freedom, isn’t it? Why
should we not just be free to make our own choices? It
certainly is a constraint, but we would do better to think of
it as an opportunity.
I spent an evening in Paris recently. It had been a busy day
with a series of meetings and I wanted to relax. The
conditions were promising. The weather was fine and
warm enough to sit outside at a pavement café. This was
Paris, so the food and the wine were good. But something
was missing...

I thought of Omar Khayyam’s Paradise:
A book of verses underneath the bough,
A jug of wine, a loaf of bread - and thou
Beside me, singing in the wilderness:
Oh wilderness, were Paradise enow!
That was it. It was all there, except… No “thou beside me”,
no Paradise.
It is in making the effort of love to develop our
relationships and in accepting the restraints that love
imposes on us, that we find the key to Paradise.
David White
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Summer Sundays for children at St Marys
We continue to run a session for 3-11 year olds every Sunday
throughout the summer holidays, with the possible
exception of the August Bank Holiday weekend. So please do
take advantage of having a little more time than usual and
come along! There is also a creche in the church for under
3s as well as books and toys.
Interested in discussing matters of faith?
Would like to go to church but can't make Sundays?
If either of these apply to you, consider coming along to one
of our House Groups. These are small groups who meet in
home and look at what the Bible says about particular issues,
or we look into one part of the Bible to understand it's
relevance for us now. No previous Bible knowledge required!
We meet on alternate Wednesdays from 8pm. Contact
Penny Coase 07957 163 893 if you would like more
information.

Wild West Summer Fayre
Saturday 13th July 11am to 2pm

Saloon Bar, Sizzling BBQ and Games
Raffle and Fancy Dress Parade
Bucking Bronco
Pan for Gold
Tin Can Alley
Soak A Sheriff
Meet the Ponies
Crush the Critter

Adopt a Bear
Face Painting
Snakes in the Sand
Sheriff Coin Drop
Sweet Washing Line
Coconut Shy
Bottle Tombola

St Mary’s Primary School

DAVID PRICE & CO.
Professional, friendly, local help
at reasonable prices with

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estates
I have over 28 years’ experience, mainly with Central
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the
above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees.
Simple Will £95 - two for £150
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160
Probate & Estate work £60 per hour

Home visits at no extra charge

(and everything explained in plain English!)
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote
www.probateandestates.co.uk
david@probateandestates.co.uk

01296 612955

Green for Trinity
One of the most wonderful things as a grandparent, is
to show my grandchildren how to sow seeds, plant
bulbs, grow vegetables and flowers, and see how they
grow. Their inquisitive minds make them ask lots of
questions about all sorts of things. One question was,
“If you bury a bulb so deep in the ground, how does it
know when to come up and flower?” A very good
question, I thought for an eight-year-old.
Just a few weeks ago, this young grandson of ours, lost
his other Grandad, so together we planted some
daffodil bulbs in a pot to take home. We explained how
these bulbs grew last year, then died and dried up.
Then we potted them into a special pot, ready to grow
again, but he thought, how could they? He will forget
all about them for the summer and then, in surprise,
when the bulbs start poking their heads through the
soil, he will remember not only those bulbs we buried,
but it will remind him of his Grandad and how much he
loved him and played with him. As the years grow, his
memories will too. Perhaps he will also see
how creation continues and recycles from year to year.
I hope that he will also see God’s love in this recycling,
never ending and always with us. An unconditional love
for him and for all of us.
As we go through the seasons of the church, we change
the colours of the hangings and Altar cloths to signify
an occasion or theme. Green is for Trinity. Green
represents the Earth, the creation, the growing season
for us all and the abundance of produce. For cattle to
graze and for us to prepare for wintertime. As we go
through the next two months, we’ll enjoy
the summertime (hopefully!) and restore our energy in
a restful time.
Wishing you all a very happy and restful time over the
next two months and see you all in September.
Peggy Sear
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SING: Monteverdi and Mussorgsky at St Mary’s

2019 Choral Workshop Saturday July 20th
Since I became organist at St Mary’s Northchurch, we
have held an annual choral workshop in the church,
attracting singers from across the locality to share a day
of wonderful music making and to sample the generous
hospitality of members of the church community.
Richard Grylls has directed most of these events with
his fantastic blend of enthusiasm, charisma and
musicianship. I am delighted that he will be returning
on July 20th to direct ‘Sing: Monteverdi and
Mussorgsky’ (please see advert).
It has been a historic few months at St Mary’s, with the
repair and restoration of the roof this year, the last of
the scaffolding coming down just after Easter. The lead
has been replaced over the nave and north aisle with a
new stainless-steel roof, this preventing any further
water ingress into and damage to the organ, but
fundraising continues in order to pay off the
outstanding bills! All profits from the workshop will go
towards this.
The music at this year’s choral workshop will include
Monteverdi’s Beatus vir and Mussorgsky’s St Nicholas
Mass. The latter is a new work, a setting of the Latin
mass by Philip Lane to some fabulous but little sung
choruses from a number of works by Mussorgsky. The
demanding accompaniment will be tackled by our
brilliant accompanist for the day, Jonathan Lee from St
Peter’s Berkhamsted. He will be playing the organ
continuo in the Monteverdi and we hope, a short organ
solo! There will also be some unaccompanied choral
works by other Italian and Russian composers to inspire
and challenge our singers.
PLEASE note the date and sign up to sing or let us know
if you’d like to attend the culmination of the workshop
at 6.30pm and supper afterwards.
music@stmary’snorthchurch.org.uk
Jenny Hoare
Organist and choirmaster

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk

“BEVER-TIME over chaps, come on, back to work!!”
Hard hats, steel-capped boots, plus HI-VIZZ jackets of course.
Health and Safety requirements for today’s local workforce.
Yes, that is correct, “Jackets HI-VIZ”
The worker’s uniform, that is the way IT-IZZ.
Now take a look back (1930s) to these Northchurch men,
They “jus’ wore what they ‘ad”, way way back then.
Yes, the workforce of today is often in Company Uniform clad
But in years gone by, they just made do with whatever they
had.
Nowadays a safety helmet wards off a possible mishap,
Head-gear of old days was often, (as one can see) a well
weathered, very FLAT cap.
HEDGEHOG
P.S. One man I can identify, and so, Real Northchurch folk,
come on, have a go.

Do you need help
with all your odd jobs around your home?

I can offer a reliable service

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
07802 906 870
Many years experience
Also decorating and phone points etc
at a reasonable rate.

S. Delaney Carpentry and
Property Maintenance
25+ years experience
All property maintenance undertaken
All trades * Free estimates * No job too small
Call Steve on 07890 554 578
Email: Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk
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A sojourn in the battlefields of Flanders
Following a one day visit to Flanders eleven years ago to
see something of the horrors of the First World War, we
decided to spend more time in the Ypres area this Spring.
Our interest was heightened by the fact that Carol’s father
was awarded the MC for his part in the Battle of Hooge in
1915 when he was only 20.

We spent time exploring the trenches, some of which are
as they were at the end of the war. It made us realise how
vulnerable soldiers were to being wounded. We were
reminded of the trenches you can see carved out on
Berkhamsted Common. These were used as a training
ground for troops before being sent to the war front.

Huge numbers of British and Commonwealth soldiers
were killed in that war and the countryside around Ypres is
covered with cemeteries containing the graves of the
fallen. They are beautifully maintained by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and provide a
fitting tribute to the bravery of the troops who fought in
appalling conditions with a high risk of mortality from
mines, gun fire and gas not to mention disease from
fighting in soggy conditions.

The most emotional part of our visit was attending the
‘Last Post’ ceremony which has taken place each night at
8pm since 1928. It occurs at the huge Menin Gate into
Ypres. This gate was significant for the troops as it was
their point of entry to the town when going for a rest or
exit on their way to the front. Crowds gather to hear the
bugle played: on our visit there were three men who
performed with amazing precision. Coupled with this is the
laying of wreaths to the fallen. We were interested to see
the solemnity with which diverse groups from British
society took part. It seems that the centenary of WW1 has
prompted many schools to feature the subject in their
syllabuses including visits to the battlefields. Other youth
groups were present as well as adults from branches of the
British Legion.

We hired battery bikes and followed an excellent 30 mile
cycle route which took us past many of the battle areas of
interest. We marvelled at the number of other cyclists
enjoying the trip in conditions that put our cycle network
to shame. There are clearly designated cycle lanes on most
main roads with excellent surfaces. Vehicle drivers treat
cyclists and pedestrians with a respect we are
unaccustomed to.

We were told that this was to have been the war to end all
wars, but we certainly haven’t learned the lesson.
Alastair Cuthbertson

Ashridge Wealth
I provide a comprehensive wealth
management service, offering specialist
face-to-face advice tailored to you.

My services include:
Investment Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Intergenerational Planning
Retirement Planning
Insurance Planning
Mortgage Advice
To receive a complimentary guide covering
wealth management, retirement planning
or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:

chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
07377 936852
www.ashridgewealth.co.uk
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Appledown Rescue
and Rehoming
Kennels

Little pug Alexander McQueen
came to us in quite a poor
state. It was initially thought
he was elderly, but further
investigation showed him to
be younger than we first
thought, but his age is
unknown. He has a very sweet
temperament but is rather
needy
and
has
some
obsessional behaviours. He
needs to be an only pet in a
home where he will have
plenty of company and patient
owners who are willing to help
him overcome his issues.
Please be aware that pugs are
expensive to insure.
Please see our website for full
details of the rehoming
process. We are open for visits
and phone calls every day
between 10 am and 4 pm.
There are restrictions on
rehoming dogs to families with
children under seven years of
age.
Join our Facebook group to
see more photos of other dogs
awaiting homes.
Appledown Rescue &
Rehoming Kennels, Harling
Road, Eaton Bray,
Bedfordshire LU6 1QY

01525 220383
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com

www.appledownrescue.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter & Instagram!

Sunday Services

Your local builders—Established over 50 years

at St Mary’s

P CHILDERLEY & SON

7th July
8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

Groundwork & driveway specialists
All building works undertaken
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Trinity 3
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer

Tel: 01442 866441

Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ

14th July
8.00am
10.00am

Trinity 4
Holy Communion
All-Age Worship

Christian Aid Week—A Thank-you

21st July
8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

Trinity 5
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer

28rd July
8.00am
10.00am

On behalf of Christian Aid, I'd like to thank the people
of Northchurch and Berkhamsted for their wonderful
support for Christian Aid Week in May. Across the area
we raised over £7,000 thanks to a team of door-to-door
collectors and many generous local people.
This is vital money to a campaign that is focussing in
particular on providing pregnant women in Sierra
Leone with the kind of medical support for their
impending labour that we take for granted.

Trinity 6

Thank you people of Northchurch and Berkhamsted for
greeting us on the doorsteps with your generosity.

Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist

Nick Laing

St Mary’s Church, Northchurch HP4 3QZ

Saturday 20th July 2019

SING!
Monteverdi & Mussorgsky
Choral Workshop: 1–6 pm

Informal performance: 6.30–7.45 pm

Musical director:

Richard Grylls

Accompanist: Jonathan Lee
Singers: £12 includes refreshments and afternoon tea Audience: free admission

Enquiries & bookings: music@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

Tel: 01442 822915 www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk/events

Contacts for the Newsletter NB No Newsletter in August. Next one is September.
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 07821 896734 . Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor, Jill Hipson
Jill.hipson@live.co.uk.
All advertisements must be paid for before they can be published. Copy date is 15th of each month.

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
St Mary’s Church

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar 07929 934367

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

